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RESIDENTIAL TENANCIES LEGISLATION AMENDMENT (FAMILY VIOLENCE) BILL 2018 
Statement 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [6.43 pm]: I do not know how many members are familiar with 
the movie Groundhog Day, but today I feel like I have experienced the second episode of Groundhog Day, were 
it to be a series. The first episode took place on 17 October this year and today, 28 November, would be the second 
episode. For some context, I was approached by stakeholders who have a very keen and passionate interest in the 
Residential Tenancies Legislation Amendment (Family Violence) Bill 2018. In effect, the stakeholders asked me 
why the opposition is holding up the Residential Tenancies Legislation Amendment (Family Violence) Bill 2018. 
I was quite perplexed by this query that was put to me by a few stakeholders today because, as I reminded the 
stakeholders, it is the McGowan government of Western Australia that controls the agenda for when bills are 
debated in this place. When it comes to the Legislative Council, it is the government’s most experienced member, 
Hon Sue Ellery, who is its leader here, who decides these things. I reminded these stakeholders about this, but the 
reason I found it almost an episode of Groundhog Day is that it reminded me so much of what took place on 
17 October. On 17 October, I attended a meeting with these same stakeholders. I was paired from Parliament on 
urgent parliamentary business to attend this meeting with these stakeholders and I was asked the same question: 
why is the opposition holding up the Residential Tenancies Legislation Amendment (Family Violence) Bill 2018? 
I said to the stakeholders, “The opposition does not control the agenda. It is up to the Leader of the House in the 
Legislative Council when matters come forward.” I said, “When they bring it on, we will be happy to debate it; 
my party is supporting the bill.” The stakeholders were very surprised to hear this. Funnily enough, while I was 
away on urgent parliamentary business on that day, lo and behold, the Leader of the House stood in this place and 
referred that same bill to the Standing Committee on Legislation. I am a member of the legislation committee but 
I was not here at the time because I was away on urgent parliamentary business. Lo and behold, the stakeholders 
were very, very surprised that it is all controlled by the government. The Leader of the House, the government’s 
most experienced member, lifted the bill and sent it to the Standing Committee on Legislation. 
I reminded the stakeholders today that this government, which decided to refer the bill on 17 October to the 
committee, controls the agenda, but when was the bill introduced to this house? It was introduced to the house on 
28 June and it languished in this house from 28 June while the member opposite was twiddling her thumbs and 
talking with her factional colleagues and so on and so forth, and doing all these deals. For months and months, this 
important piece of legislation was languishing on the table and, finally, when the government woke up and thought, 
“Strewth, we better do something about this thing” and it started its misinformation campaign to the stakeholders, 
lo and behold, what happened? It was referred to the Standing Committee on Legislation. That referral to the 
committee required a reporting date of 22 November. I will make it known that the committee on which I serve—
I am the deputy chair and Hon Dr Sally Talbot is the chair—reported on the date that the government required in 
its motion. Hon Sue Ellery asked for the committee to report back on 22 November and that is what it did. I might 
note in passing that the unreasonable period within which Hon Sue Ellery required the committee to report is 
shorter than the standard period for the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review. It was 
a shorter period, but we still complied with that date. 
I might also note that last week we had the unedifying spectacle of this government trying to deal with the 
National Redress Scheme for Institutional Child Sexual Abuse (Commonwealth Powers) Bill 2018, in which, 
tucked into the back of the bill, was a little sneaky provision that was going to prohibit victims of child sexual 
abuse from being able to claim criminal injuries compensation. That was what this government was trying to do, 
in a very shifty fashion, last week. All last week, we were told how it was impossible to agree to my amendments 
and that under no circumstances would the government agree to them. In fact, I was told in no uncertain terms that 
should this house send amendments to the other place, there would be no problem because the Assembly would 
defeat them. I was told that repeatedly, as some form of threat. I was told that I was somehow holding up this 
important piece of legislation. Of course, yesterday the government ended up agreeing to the very proposals that 
I had put forward. I have previously congratulated the government for that, but I will not tolerate it using its 
incompetence of last week—that unedifying spectacle of last week—and somehow pointing the finger at the 
opposition for holding up the Residential Tenancies Legislation Amendment (Family Violence) Bill 2018. Give 
me a break! The only reason that legislation is moving as slowly as it is is that we have a pigheaded, arrogant 
government. When reasonable amendments have been put forward, it has said, “No, we’re not interested in your 
amendments. Under no circumstances will we agree to them. If you pass it in the Legislative Council, we will 
defeat it in the other place.” That is becoming the systemic typical process for this government. Interestingly, the 
government agreed to the redress bill amendments, so victims of child sexual abuse in Western Australia will 
retain the right to make a criminal injuries compensation claim and the amendments that were passed by this place 
yesterday have been agreed to by the other place. Indeed, I have read a media release by the Attorney General 
congratulating all and sundry for the passing of that amendment. My learned friend, Hon Michael Mischin, has 
made some recent remarks about that. 
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I stress that the agenda is entirely in the hands of Hon Sue Ellery. Her colleagues are no doubt utterly embarrassed 
by what happened last week. However, as if last week was not bad enough, yesterday, just when we thought we had 
resolved the impasse on the redress bill, the government spent half the day arguing against Hon Michael Mischin’s 
reasonable amendments. We were told that under no circumstances would they be agreed to—no way!—yet after 
question time, the Leader of the House ended up moving amendments anyway. We spent all of yesterday—at least 
until the dinner break—wasting the time of the house on that bill, but the government ended up moving the 
amendments anyway. We had three days last week and half of yesterday when matters could have been dealt 
with. Yesterday, we could definitely have dealt with the Residential Tenancies Legislation Amendment 
(Family Violence) Bill 2018 before the dinner break. After the dinner break yesterday, the Leader of the House, 
in her great experience and wisdom, decided that we would deal with the Betting Tax Bill 2018 and the 
supplementary bill associated with it. That was the top priority. As far as I know, those two bills are being 
supported by members of this place and there is no supplementary notice paper with amendments that would need 
to go to the other place, which is sitting only this week. The government left this important bill to the last minute 
and then, in a shifty, Pinocchio-style fashion, it tried to blame the opposition. I am not having a bar of it! If the 
Residential Tenancies Legislation Amendment (Family Violence) Bill is not moving at the pace that the 
government requires, it needs to talk to Hon Sue Ellery because she is completely in control of that process. So far 
it has been a spectacle and a debacle. I will not tolerate her and her colleagues somehow pointing the finger at us. 
Under no circumstances is that the case. 

Tomorrow, we will need to get on to the bill and, again, how speedily it gets dealt with will be up to the government. 
If it wants to frustrate the amendments of Hon Rick Mazza, things will no doubt move slowly. If it wants to 
facilitate the passage of the bill, things will move very quickly. How this matter will be dealt with tomorrow is 
entirely at the disposal and control of the government and whether it will want to call divisions on every one of 
his amendments. There are 41 amendments on the supplementary notice paper, so I would have thought that we 
would have dealt with this legislation before today. But, no, Hon Sue Ellery, in her experience and wisdom, decided 
to hold up everything in the house. I hope we see better tomorrow. 
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